
Contributing to PyMC
A testimonial by Ricardo Vieira

Slides at 
tinyurl.com/contributing-pymc

https://tinyurl.com/contributing-pymc


My intentions

● Illustrate the Open Source collaboration experience
○ What it looks like when you are just starting

○ What it looks like for a regular contributor

● Share my biased views
○ It feels very random, you are unlikely to know where it leads

○ It is a great opportunity to learn

○ A lot of fun (hopefully)

● Invite you to give it a try!
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Learn more at: docs.pymc.io/en/latest
   Austin Rochford: Intro to Probabilistic Programming with PyMC

https://docs.pymc.io/en/latest/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qu6-_AnRCs8
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PyMC timeline Personal timeline

2003 PyMC v1 development starts Plays Pokemon in primary school

2010 PyMC v2 paper published Dabbles in Javascript during high school (err... watches youtube 
tutorials)

2013 PyMC v3 initial release Bachelors in Psychology, learns some old fashioned statistics

2016 PyMC v3 paper published Masters in Neuroscience, ports some Python2 code (err... adds 
parentheses to print statements)

2018 TensorFlow backend alternative explored Starts PhD in Cognitive Science, learns some edgy statistics

2020 PyMC developers decide to fork Theano First contributions to PyMC

2021 PyMC v4 beta is released Becomes core developer
Participates in Google Summer of Code
Quits PhD
Gets financial support from Chan Zuckerberg Initiative (Via 
NumFocus)
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What does a (first) PR look like?

Check out Marco Gorelli: Contributing to pandas 32

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TVe-uT_So6c
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What was it like?

● More work than expected

● Learned many new concepts:
○ unittesting

○ parametrizing

○ monkey-patching

○ code style checks

● There is a whole community to support and challenge you

● It was fun?
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I came back for more

26 Sep - 01 Oct

16 Nov - 27 Feb

2 Dec - 5 Dec
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What is it like?

Still figuring it out
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So you want to be an OSS contributor?

● Find a project you care about
● Engage with the community
● Be open to challenges
● Be ready to

○ learn
○ be wrong
○ make your case

● Take responsibility seriously 
○ Your code will be used by many others 

● Be patient
● Be polite
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Thank you!
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